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The Uriah Pike House - An interview with 
Howard Oedel, property owner, by Kathy Be-
gor and Barbara Brooks on August 23, 2010. 
(With additional information from the personal 

accounts of William Oedel.) 
 
The present day property of Howard Oedel on 

George Road was originally purchased by Uriah 
Drury Pike in 1782. He built a house and out 
buildings, about 1790, which today have the dis-
tinction of being one of the last two remaining 
“earliest homesteads built in Hebron”. It is a 
home filled with history, memories, and rustic 
charm. 

The property itself was originally part of the 
township of Plymouth and was once owned by 
Colonel Fenton, a British sympathizer, who had 
been granted 6,000 acres in Plymouth from the 
crown. (Col. Fenton also owned the farm in Mas-
sachusetts where the Battle of Bunker Hill was 
fought.) Because of his Tory affiliations, he was 
imprisoned by the colonists. He was eventually 
sent back to England and all of his holdings were 
confiscated by the townspeople of Plymouth, in-
cluding the future Pike property. 

At the age of 21, Uriah Drury Pike journeyed 
to Hebron from Dunstable, NH, (present day 
Nashua). He had come in 1782 with his good 
friend Stephen Ordway, brother of Sergeant John 
Ordway (of the Lewis and Clark expedition). 
They each purchased sizeable tracts of land on the 
Range Road or College Road, still included in 
Plymouth at that time. For the first 4 to 5 years, 
they shared a log cabin on the Pike property. The 
cabin was built with a well inside. That well can 
still be found today, just beyond the house. Even-

tually, they each built their own houses, with 
Stephen’s located further up the hill (later known 
as the Ball place). 

Uriah Drury Pike had been born in 1761. His 
mother was a descendant of the Drury family who 
had come to the colonies and settled in Ipswich, 
MA in 1635. His father was a Revolutionary War 
veteran with a homestead in Dunstable (now 
Nashua), where he and his wife had raised their 
family.  

Uriah Drury Pike’s original homestead in-
cluded the main house, a wood shed, carriage 
shed and 206 acres. A barn was located where a 
huge birch now stands. Several varieties of fruit, 
nut, and maple trees could be found on the prop-
erty; butternuts, chestnuts, beech nuts, and apple 
trees. A cider mill was built across the road from 
the house, and cleared pastures covered the whole 
hillside.  

Uriah Drury Pike owned the farm for 36 
years. He married Hannah Keyes in 1782 and to-
gether they raised their eleven children in their 
Hebron home. Sadly, three of their children died 
very young. As was the custom then, two of their 
children were given names that had been given 
earlier to deceased siblings. Uriah D. Pike was the 
seventh child and was named for a previous child 
who had died in infancy. When Uriah Drury Pike 
died in 1818, the property was left to his son, 
Uriah Pike, who in turn owned it for another 36 
years! 

That son, Uriah Pike, married Nancy Page. 
Their first son, Austin Franklin Pike, brought rec-
ognition to his family, and the town, when he 
went into politics. He was a Senator in the NH 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Legislature and 
later became a US 
Senator (1857-
1858). He died in 
office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another adventurous son, Uriah A. Pike, 
walked from Hebron to New Hampton School, 
his alma mater, for their graduation. He was in his 

90’s at the time! Unfortunately, he passed away 
before the return trip. 

After Uriah sold the farm in 1854, it changed 
hands several times during the following decades. 
Descendents and neighbors remember some of 
the interesting and colorful owners and incidents! 

Ichabod Hardy owned the property (house & 
140 acres) for a year, 1854 - 1855, along with one 
space in the meeting house horse shed.  

From 1855 to 1859, Moses Pike, grandson of 
Uriah Drury Pike was the owner. No changes 
were made to the property, but new abutters in-
cluded the Ferrin and Crosby families. 

Levi Ball bought the property in 1859. He 
was a veteran of the Mexican War and owned the 
farm until his death in 1892. On his death bed, 
neighbors took turns sitting with him. A young 
Cecil Davis, then only 10 years old, remembered 
sitting with him overnight. Levi was in a great 
deal of pain and offered Cecil $2 to get his gun 
down from the wall and shoot him! Cecil refused, 
although it was a great deal of money back then. 
He cowered in a corner until the first streaks of 
light, then ran his fastest all the way home. 

In 1891, John Jones purchased the homestead, 
but owned it only for one year.  

George Lufkin purchased the homestead in 
1892. In the deed, the highway (George Road) 
was now listed as the eastern boundary. Lufkin 
already owned the Milo Crosby land, so now his 
holdings extended from the roadway over the hill 
to the old Jesseman Road on the other side, and 
bounded on the south by property of Ambrose 
Adams.  

George was as deaf as a post and did not have 
much talent for farming. When he traveled to visit 
his neighbors, the Davis family, he always used 
the “old” road to their house. He would have to 
stop his horses to open a pasture gate. The Davis 
boys would see him coming, then cluck and the 
horses would take off! George could never figure 
out why this kept happening and always blamed 
the horses!  

When George’s wife died, it was mid-winter. 
He drove to Bristol, picked up a coffin and 
brought it home. He nailed her in the coffin him-
self and buried her in the springtime. 

Uriah and Nancy Pike graves,  
Hebron Village Cemetery. Photo by Kathy Begor 

Austin Franklin 
Pike, US Senator 
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George Lufkin owned the property until 1906, 
when it was sold to George MacDougall. George 
and his family had moved to Hebron from Prince 
Edward Island.  George died, and the farm then 
passed to his son Gordon MacDougall, who owned 
it until 1911.  

From 1911 to 1928, Bernard S. Adams owned 
the property. The Adams family had moved to Heb-
ron from New Brunswick, Canada. His nephew, 
Ambrose Adams, purchased the adjoining property 
(now owned by the Poulos family) upon which the 
steam ship Stella-Marion was built using some 
wood cut from the Bernard Adams farm.  

In 1928, Rev. George Wolverton, a Methodist 
minister from Lancaster, became the new owner. 
He had summered in the area and purchased the 
house with 115 acres. Wolverton rented the farm-
house on weekends to the Harvard ski team. Some 
of the local girls were often hired to cook for them. 

Wolverton and neighbor, Cecil Davis, each 
claimed that they owned the cider mill and argued 
for 25 years over the rights. This issue would con-
tinue to fester, even when the property changed 
owners. Wolverton mortgaged the property to the 
Methodist-Episcopal Trust Fund before his death in 
1945. 

That same year, the property was purchased by 
William Oedel. In an interesting twist of fate, it was 
a property that was familiar to the Oedel family! In 
the early 1930‘s, when Howard was 8 - 10 years 
old, his dad brought the family up to ski at Tenney 
Hill. Years later, when Howard was in the Navy, 
the Farnsworths, who were frequent summer visi-
tors from Ipswich, MA, brought William Oedel 
with them to stay at the Hillside Inn. Howard had 
been urging his father to obtain a farmhouse in NH. 
William found that there was a nearby farm for sale 
and immediately recognized the property from his 
family ski trips. He bought the home and 115 acres 
in 1945.  

In 1953, William confronted Cecil Davis about 
the continuing question of the ownership of the ci-
der mill property. Cecil responded, “I own it, abso-
lutely!” William asked if he would be willing to sell 
it. Cecil agreed, “Sure, for $10!” William pur-
chased the 20’ x 40’ area for $10, in a time when 

 land was going for $10 an acre, resolving the long-
standing issue. 

William owned the property for 21 years. In 
1966, it was inherited by his son, Howard who has 
owned it the longest - 44 years and counting! 

One of the major upgrades made to the home-
stead by William was the addition of electricity in 
1948. A line was offered to the residents in that 
area. The Davis family declined, so William funded 
the one bulb put in their kitchen in order to have 
power in his own home. 

A water barrel occupied a corner in the summer 
kitchen, fed from a spring on the back hill. William 
changed the lead pipe from the spring to copper. In 
1950, lumber was cut to build a shop. Later, a ga-
rage complex was built, a dug well was added, 
along with a septic system, roofs were replaced, 

Oak Water Barrel, photo by Kathy Begor 
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and insulation was blown in. All the while, the 
original appearance of the homestead was pre-
served.  

The crown jewel of the property is probably the 
220 year old maple tree (see next page) that was 
planted in front of the house the year it was built. A 
few exotic (non-native) trees were also planted that 
year; a honey locust and a white oak. 

During this period in Hebron’s history, popula-
tion numbers had peaked at 500 in 1805, with many 
being children. Shortly thereafter, the attraction of 
land in the west contributed to a decline in farms 
and ancestral homes here in New England. The 
Pike property had been considered by many owners 
to be a difficult farm to maintain. Subsistence farm-
ing had become obsolete by 1900. These trends ac-
count for the succession of owners of the Uriah 
Drury Pike homestead. 

A Tribute to Nelson Adams 
 

Nelson Adams died on June 2, 2010, three 
months shy of his 93rd birthday. The following is a 
combination of parts of his eulogy, given by Rev. 
Douglas P. Hedstrom on June 3rd, 2010, and recol-
lections by Ron Collins. 

Nelson was born in East Hebron on August 18, 
1917, the son of Wilson and Bertha Adams. Nelson 
was born in the house that his son and daughter-in-
law, Gordon and Shirley, now live in at Camp 
Pasquaney, and in which his own father passed 
away. He went on to live just about all his life at 
Camp Pasquaney. 

Following graduation from high school, Nelson 
entered the Army where he served with the 829th 
Signal Service Battalion, Company B. While in the 
service, Nelson got to see some very interesting 
places around the world, which he never forgot. He 
climbed Mount Vesuvius when it was somewhat 
active. One Christmas Day he spent exploring the 
Coliseum in Rome. While sailing on a ship, he got 
to see the Rock of Gibraltar. And probably best of 
all, while in the service Nelson got to see his be-
loved Scotland. 

But his military service was not just "sight see-
ing". As a member of the Army's Signal Corps, 
Nelson was a part of the preparations and undertak-
ing of the invasion of North Africa. By those of you 
who knew Nelson, it will be remembered how 
proud he was of his war record. 

He was a seventy-year member of the Minot 
Sleeper American Legion Post 26 of Bristol. 
Through that he was a familiar figure at Bristol's 
Memorial Day Parades. This year, Nelson was not 
able to be a part of Bristol's Memorial Day, though 
he did wear his Army hat all that day. 

After his discharge from the service, Nelson 
returned to Hebron, to Camp Pasquaney, where he 
worked as maintenance supervisor until retirement. 
The job required Nelson to be a "jack of all trades," 
handy at doing just about any task of maintenance 
and repair. 

Nelson was the third of five generations of 
Adamses to serve as Director of Maintenance at 
Camp Pasquaney. His grandfather, Joseph, was 
there at the beginning. Then Nelson's father, Wil-
son, had the position. In turn, Nelson himself was 

Oedel’s 220 year old Maple Tree, photo by Kathy Begor 
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succeeded by his son, Gordon, who works along-
side Nelson's grandson, Willy. 

Camp Pasquaney is as much a part of the Ad-
ams family as the Adams family is a part of Camp 
Pasquaney. Nelson's daughter-in- law, Shirley, 
works there, as does her brother, Peter. Even Nel-
son's great- granddaughters, Trinity and Teagan, are 
part of the Camp through their frequent visits there. 

Nelson's activities at the Camp included trans-
porting supplies and tents for the campers on what 
is known as "the Long Walk", a six- day hike 
through the mountains [a job he started at the age of 
ten in 1927]. He looked forward to these trips him-
self, for he loved the White Mountains. 

Among the recollections shared of Nelson is 
how much history he knew. About a specific event 
he could tell you the time and date it happened, 
what the weather was, and who was there. As a 
younger person he must have listened to many sto-
ries of Hebron old timers, as he could tell stories of 
Six Chimneys, and the Davis’ and others from dec-
ades before he was born. When talking about Six 
Chimneys, for example, he would always start be 
saying “I knew Justin McClure and …” a story 
would follow. 

Nelson was also a long time civil servant in 
Hebron. In 1952 he became Chief of Police after 
serving as a deputy for many years before that. He 
remained Chief until 1968. He also served as Se-
lectman from 1953 to 1958, and again for part of 
one year in 1960 (he was appointed Selectman after 
Hans Seel resigned the position). From 1965 to 
1973 Nelson was the town Fire Chief, and was a 
fire marshal until his death. He also served on the 
Cemetery Committee. In 2004 the Town of Hebron 
dedicated the annual report to Nelson. Nelson 
served more years and in more capacities in Hebron 
than any other person in its 218 year history. 

He was a member of a couple of local his-
torical societies, a lifetime member of the Hebron 
Historical Society, and attended the programs and 
activities of many other historical groups. Nelson 
was active in his community in other ways. He was 
a life member of the Pemigewasset Fire Wardens 
Association and a member of the Grafton County 
Law Enforcement. 

Nelson enjoyed attending the Scottish High-
land games at Loon Mountain each year. He took 

his granddaughter, Lisa, to these Scottish gatherings 
ever since she was little. He enjoyed the Scottish 
music, in particular. Last year was the first year he 
missed. Going to pot luck suppers and the monthly 
Legion breakfasts were favorite outings for Nelson. 
He would be one of the first ones there, living up to 
his motto, "Go early and get a good parking spot and 
a good seat." 

In his early years, Nelson had an interest in 
flying. He had a pilot's license, and even had his 
own plane for a while. In the 1940’s Nelson made 
history when he landed an airplane in the field of the 
“Old Davis Farm” at the end of Cooper Road, and 
took it off again. This, as far we know, is the only 
fixed winged airplane to ever land in Hebron on 
Hebron soil. There are, of course, sea planes landing 
on the lake, but none before or since Nelson, have 
touched down on land within the town. His late 
wife, Fay Norma (King) Adams, did not like flying, 
so Nelson did not fly much after getting married. 

Nelson had a "close call" once when flying. 
One December, in the late `40s or early `50s, Nelson 
was flying when the crankshaft on the plane broke, 
sending part of the propeller slicing into the fuse-
lage. The broken propeller just missed the control 
cables, so Nelson was able to land the plane safely 
on the ice. Nelson kept that piece of propeller as a 
souvenir and it hung in his house. 

Nelson also enjoyed the old Edison wax cyl-
inder recordings. He has several favorite songs, 
among them "Marching through Georgia." 

Nelson often shared the story handed down 
to him about the time Thomas Edison visited the 
Camp, and Nelson's grandfather and Mr. Edison sat 
on the front porch talking. Another famous person 
whom Nelson knew himself was the movie star, Ed-
ward Norton. Mr. Norton had been a camper at 
Pasquaney in his younger years, and later came back 
for a couple of years to direct the Camp's theater 
program. Nelson thought a lot of that connection to 
the famous Edward Norton. 

What was most important in Nelson's life: 
"He was very dedicated to Camp and to family." He 
was very close to his late wife, Fay, who died on 
December 3, 1995 and he never really got over her 
death. He would often speak of her, and you could 
tell he really missed her. "She was a treasure, too." 
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Books and Publications 
from the Hebron 
Historical Society 

Hebron Videos on DVD: 

(1) Three videos on one DVD: 
Merrill’s Campground 1930’s, 
Historical Hebron and             
The Beauty of Hebron, $15. 

(2) Two videos on one DVD:          
The Beauty of Hebron 2 and      
Birds of Newfound. $10. 

 
Sergeant John Ordway, A History 
with his Genealogy. The story of 
Hebron resident John Ordway who be-
came the third in command of the 
Lewis & Clark Expedition. Price 
$10.00 for members, and  $12.00 for 
non-members. 
 
The Genealogies of Hebron, NH 
A new 347 page book, completely 
indexed, of genealogies of the families 
living in Hebron for the first two hun-
dred years of the Town.. Price $25.00 
for non-members, $22.00 for members. 
 

The History of Hebron, NH 
The First Two Hundred Years 
A new 247 page book with 75 color and 
Black & White photos, and 11 maps,. 
This new history of Hebron gives the 
story of the founding of the town, its 
growth and major citizens set in the 
historical context of what was happen-
ing in the world around them. Price 
$29.00 for non-members, $25.00 for 
members. 
 
These books and DVD may be 
purchased directly from the 
Hebron Historical Society  

PO Box 89 
Hebron, NH 03241 

 
The books are also available on 

www.Amazon.com 

Hebron Historical Society Program Events Calendar  
 

February 5—”How Hebron and Other NH Towns Got Their 
Shapes” by Alan Barnard. (Snow date February 26) 
 
June—TBD 
 

What we do not preserve someday will be gone. 
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Membership Update 
  DUES DUE EACH JANUARY 

A membership gift to a family member or friend is a wonderful  
way to help preserve our history and archives. 

Membership forms are included on the back page of this  
newsletter for your use. 

 
Thank you for your support, 

“Ralph” McQuilkin, Membership Chair.  

Become a Hebron Historical Society Gazette sponsor  
 

for only $10.00 per issue  
for a 2 inch by 2 inch ad.  

 
Contact Ron Collins at 744-1048 to place an ad in the Gazette. 

 

Hebron Historical Society Gazette  
is published twice a year  

 
Donations of money and historical items  

are gladly accepted. 
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Doug and “Ralph” McQuilkin 
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